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REPORT TO BACH NEC MEETING 10th June 2009
CITB ConstructionSkills Health, Safety and Environment Committee (HS&EC)
Since my last report to NEC on the 6th October April 2009, this committee has met twice, on the 11th November 2009 and 18th March 2010. The significant items to report are:
Prequalification Systems – Safety Schemes in Procurement (SSIP)

Work is ongoing by SSIP to achieve mutual recognition of the seven industry pre-qualification accreditation schemes being used to satisfy the requirements of Appendix 4 of the CDM Regulations

CDM 2007-Review and Evaluation
Work is being undertaken to review and evaluate the effectiveness of the 2007 CDM regulations. CONIAC is setting up a CDM Evaluation Working Group and CS HS&EC members are already contributing to the review. One proposal being considered is ‘Would CDM work better with a Project Supervisor?’ Yet another role but one aimed at ‘co-ordinating’ the design and construction team more effectively and reflecting much of the EEC Directive on which the CDM regulations are based.
HSE Presentation on Fatality Statistics

At the 18th March meeting, the committee received a presentation for HSE. Key points highlighted were:

· last year (2008/2009) recorded the lowest ever figure for fatalities and the number of major injuries also decreased, however the economic climate may have had an effect; the mission would be to limit any increases when coming out of the recession;  

· 53 fatalities were recorded in 2008/2009, although a decrease it was still the largest industry figure; the projected figure for 2009/2010 was, at the moment, below 52;  

· the highest percentage increase, from the previous year, had been in the Civil Engineering sector, the others had remained fairly consistent; the refurbishment sector continued to be the most challenging;  

· there had been a steep decline in the number of major accidents, there had also been a constant decline in over 3-day accidents and 2008/2009 recorded the lowest figure ever;  

· Rita Donaghy’s report had identified a number of common failures, the HSE were trying to understand the causes;  

· small contractors and small sites recorded the highest percentage of fatalities and the percentage was expected to rise to 75% for 2009/2010, with the 70% of those in the refurbishment sector and 80% being falls from height; small site issues included, there being no barrier to being a construction company, informal employment arrangements, micro SMEs had limited recognition of those in control of the site as many were self-employed;  

· the HSE’s developing priorities for 2010/2011 included, doubling the amount of asbestos inspections; small sites and refurbishments; roofwork and working at heights; leadership – quality Site Managers and Supervisors positively impacted on the quality of construction sites, however in small companies there was a need to ascertain what leadership actually meant
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